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u Vaishnaw virtually witnesses 1.5 km tunnel breakthrough in Maha's Palghar Key success

Key success achieved in bullet train project

NEW DEI.HI JAN. 2

Railway minister Ashw-
ini Vaishnaw on Friday
virwally witessed the
final breakthrough of a
1.5-km-long mountain tun-
nel of the bullat train pro-
in Maharashtra's
Ighar district from Ral
Bhavan in New Delhi. “A
big milestone has been
achieved today. This
achievement i the break.
through of the mountain
tunnel 5" Mr Vaishnaw
sald, while speaking to
mediapersons
In a statement, the rail-

way ministry said, “This
1.5-km-long mountain tun-
nel is among the longest
in Palghar district and is
| between the Virar
and Boisar bullet train
stations. It Is the second
tunnel breakthrough in
Maharashtra, as the first
5-Kkm-long underground
tunnel between Thane
and BKC was completed
in September 2025."

The 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabad rail project,
which passes through
Gujarat, Mahzrashtra,
and Dadra and Nagar
Havell, Is India’'s only
high-speed rail project

designed to operate bullet
trains at a speed of 320
Kmph. Once completed,
the project will reduce
travel time between
Mumbal and Ahmedabad
to just 1 hour and 58 min-
utes, connecting and inte-
grating the econom'es of
major commercial cen-
tres, Mr Vaishnaw said.

The project is being exe-
cuted with technical and
financial assistance from
the Japanese government.

Officials said it includes
eight mountain tunnels,
with seven tunnels in
Maharashtra having a
W Turn to Page 4

Workers pose for pictures after the final breakthrough of
a 1.5-km-long mountain tunnel of the bullet train project
in Maharashtra's Palghar district. -PTl

in bullet
train project

W Continued from Page 1
combined length of about
6.05 km, and one tunnel of
350 metres located In
Gujarat.

h. he Mumhill-Ahmedabad

igh-speed rail project has a
total length of 508 km, with
an overall tunnel length of
27.4 km, of which 21 km com-
prise underground tunnels
and 6.4 km surface tunnels,"
the ministry said.

The corridor will connect
major cities, including
Sabarmati, Ahmedabad,
Anand, Vadodara, Bharuch,
Surat, Bilimora, Vapi,
Boisar, Virar, Thane, and
Mumbal, marking a “trans-
formative step in India’s
transportation infrastruc-
ture”, it added.

Mr Vaishnaw said the bul-
let train project is generatlng
significant employment an
will  provide additional
onormnmes during opera-
tion. Responding to a ques-
tion on whether the E10
Shinkansen, Japan’s next-
generation high-speed bullet
train, can operate on the 508-
km Mumbai-Ahmedabad cor-
ridor, he said it can support
the“speed of EI10 trains as
well.

The E10 is capable of run-
ning at a speed of 360 Kmph.

Mr Vaishnaw reiterated on
Thursday that the first phase
of the project will be com-
pleted in August 2027.
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First mountain tunnel
breakthrough achieved in
bullet train project: Minister

Snehal Mutha
MUMBALI

The first mountain tunnel
breakthrough of the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) pro-
ject was achieved in Maha-
rashtra’s Palghar district,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw announced on
Friday. The 1.5-km tunnel
is the longest among the
seven planned in Maha-
rashtra for the bullet train
corridor.

“On completion, the
project will reduce travel
time between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to just one
hour and 58 minutes. It has
facilitated the generation
of employment and will in-
tegrate the economies of
major commercial
centres,” Mr. Vaishnaw
said. He added that India is
likely to get its first bullet
train on August 15, 2027.

Calling it a “milestone”,

The 1.5-km tunnel is the longest among the seven planned in

>

Maharashtra for the bullet train corridor. PTi

Mr. Vaishnaw said, “This is
the first mountain tunnel
of the project in the State.
The breakthrough has
been achieved in an ap-
proximately 1.5 km long
mountain tunnel (MT-5),
located between Virar and

Boisar bullet train
stations.”
According to the official

statement, “The MT-5 tun-
nel was excavated from
both ends, and the excava-
tion was completed within

18 months using a cutting-
edge drill and blast meth-
od.” The 508-km MAHSR
project has an overall tun-
nel length of 274 km.
Among this, 21 km is un-
derground tunnels, while
6.4 km is surface tunnels.
Overall, the MAHSR has
eight mountain tunnels,
with seven tunnels alone in
Maharashtra having a com-
bined length of about 6.05
km, and one tunnel of 350
metres located in Gujarat.
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With 1st mountain tunnel breakthrough in Maharashtra’s
Palghar, bullet traln PIOj ject marks ‘major milestone’

Project cost set to double
— tonearly Rs 2 lakh cr

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, January 2

MARKING A major milestone,
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) corridor

Boisar bullet train stations in
Palghar, the LSkm-longMTS is
the longest mountain tunnel in
the project. Itisalmost 5% com-
plete. Of the 508-km length of
the bullet train project, tunnels

achieved abreakthrough inits
first mountain tunnel — and
second tunnél overall —in Ma-
harashtra’s Paighar Friday.

“Amajor milestone has been
achievedin the Bullet train pro-
jecttoday. Itisthebreakthrough
of Mountain Tunnelno. 5 (MT-
5). There are seven mountain
tunnels and one undersea tun-
nel inthisproject.” sald Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Minister for Rail-
ways, who witnessed the occa-
sion through videoconferenc-
ing from the Rail Bhawan in
New Delhi.

Atunnel breakthrough is
the point or moment when a
tunnel being excavated from
both ends finally connects,
marking the completionof a
critical work.

Located between Vimar and

comprise 27.4 km. Of these, 21
km make up the underground
tunnels while the length of sur-
face tunnels is 6.4 km. Surface
tunnelsinciude eightmountin
tunnels, seven of which are in
Maharmshtra (605 km) while
oneisinGujarat (350 m).
Officials saidthat theexcava-
tion in the MT-5 tunnel was
completed in 18 months, It was
beingexcavatad frombothsides
using a cutting-edge drill and
blast method — the New Aus-
rian T 1i Method

The final breakthrough of the
1.5-km-longtunnelofthe bullet
train projectin Palghar. r1

between Ghansoli and Shil-
phata was achievedin Septem-
ber 2025 This tunnel is part of
a bigger, 21-km tunnel con-
structed b Bandrm-Kurla

(NATM).NATM isused inplaces
where rock formationisnot uni-
form, requiring small-scale ex-
cavation through blasting with
machinery being deployed on
the basisofsiteconditions.
Earlier, abreakthroughofa
4.88-km underground tunnel

Complex (BKC) and Shilphata
in Maharashtra, This tunnel
stretch also includes a 7-km
long undersea section beneath
the Thane Creek.

Work on all the tunnels is
on. In Maharashtra, Mountain
Tunnel no. 1(MT-1), which is

820 metres long, has achieved
15% physicalprogress whilethe
228-metre MT-2 is under pre-
paratory works, MT-3, having a
length of 14 km, has achieved
35.5% completion while 1.26
km MT-4 is 31% complete. The
453-m MT-6has achieved 35%
progress while the 417-m MT-7
is 28% complete.

‘The bullet rain projectspans
3R2kmin Gujaratand Dadraand
Nagar Haveli,and 156kminMa-
harashtra. As of November 2025,
the project has achieved 55.63%
physical progress and 6962% fi-
nancial

To date, 412 km of founda-
tion work, 405 km ofpiers, 344
km of girder-casting, and 330
km of girder-launching have
been completed. Vaishnaw
Thursday said that the first sec-
tion of the bullet train project
from Surat to Bilimora in Guja-
rat will be ready by August 15,
2027. Theentire SO8-km project
is expected to be completed by
December2029.

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, January2

THE COST of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
project has risen to Rs 1.98 lakh
crore— almost double fromthe
eadier estimated Rs 1.08 lakh
crore, SatishKumar, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer of
the Railway Board underthe
Ministry of Railways, said.
“For the NHSRCL high-
speed project, Iwanted tomen-
tion thatwhilethe finalsanction
of thesecond revised estimateis
yettobe done, approximately, it
would be around Rs 198 lakh
crore,” Kumar said in abriefing,
marking the 50th meetingofthe
Pro-Active Govemance and
Timely Implementation, or
PRAGATY, framework Friday.
The amount isunder revision

and had tostill be “finally ap-
proved” by the Cabinet. "(It will
beapproved)shortly ina month
ortwo,” hesaid inresponse toa
question on whether there was
acost over-run for the project.
The NHSRCL bullet train
project, connecting Mumbai
and Ahmedabad, was esti-
mated to cost around Rs 1.08
lakh crore, with the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation
Agency providing low-cost fi-
nancing of around Rs 88,000
crore. It hasbeenlearnt thatthe
Indian government will bear
the cost over-nun, with JICA not
providing additional funds.
The 508-km-long bullet
train project will have 12 sta-
tions: Mumbai, Thane, Virar,
Boisar, Vapi, Bilimora, Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand,
Ahmedabad, and Sabarmati.
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Firstmountain tunnelbreakthrough
achievedinBullet Train Projectat Palghar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 2 January

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Friday announced
a significant milestone in the
Bullet Train Project with the
breakthrough of the second
tunnel in Palghar, Maharashtra.
This is the first mountain
tunnel of the project in the
state. The breakthrough has
been achieved in an approx-
imately L.5km long mountain
tunnel (MT-5), among the
longest in Palghar district,
located between Virar and
Boisar bullet train stations.
The MT-5 tunnel was
excavated from both ends
and the excavation was
completed within 18 months
using acutting-edge drill and
blast method. This method
allows real-time monitoring

of ground behaviour during
excavation and enables the
deployment of support systems
such as shotcrete, rock bolts,
and lattice girders based on
actual site conditions.
tunnel of approximately Skm
between Thane and BKC was
completed in September 2025,
The Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail (MAHSR)
project has a total length of
508 km, with an overall tunnel
length of 274 km, of which 21
km comprises underground
tunnels and 64 km surface
tunnels. The project includes
eight mountain tunnels, with
seven tunnels in Maharashtra
having a combined length of
about 605km, and one tunnel
of 350 metres located in Gujarat.
The Union Minister
said the Bullet Train Project

is generating significant
employment and will provide
additional opportunities
during operation.

He said once completed,
the project will reduce travel
time between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to just 1 hour
and 58 minutes, connecting
and integrating the economies
of major commercial centers.

The project is expected to
foster economic activity along
thecomidor, fadlitate knowledge
transfer, and support the
development of new industrial
and IT hubs.

In Maharashtra, work is
underway on seven mountain
tunnels. MT-1, with a length
of 820 metres, has achieved
15 percent physical progress,
while MT-2, measuring 228
metres, is currently under
preparatory works.
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Bullet train project achieves major milestone
with Palghar mountain tunnel breakthrough

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Friday virtual-
ly witnessed the final break-
through of a 1.5-km-long
mountain tunnel of the
bullet train project in
Maharashtra’s Palghar dis-
trict from Rail Bhawan
in New Delhi.

“A big milestone has been
achieved today. This achieve-
mentis the breakthrough of
the mountain tunnel 5,
Vaishnaw said, while speak-
ing to mediapersons. “This
1.5-km-long mountain tunnel
is among the longest in
Palghar district and is located
between the Virar and Boisar
bullet train stations.

It is the second tunnel
breakthrough in
Maharashtra, as the first 5-
km-long underground
tunnel between Thane and
BKC was completed in
September2025,” a Railway
Ministry press note said. The
508-km railway project con-
necting Mumbai and
Ahmedabad. which passes

Workers posing for pictures after the final breakthrough of a 1.5-km-long mountain tunnel of the bullet train
project in Maharashira's Palghar distnct. It was virtually witnessed by Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw rom

Rail Bhawan in New Delhi

41

through Gujarat,
Maharashtra,and Dadraand
Nagar Haveli, is India's only
high-speed rail project
designed to operate bullet
trains at a speed of 320
kmph. Once completed, the
project will reduce travel
time between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to just 1 hour

and 58 minutes, connecting
and integrating the
economies of major com-
mercial centres, according
to Vaishnaw.

Officials said it includes
eight mountain tunnels, with
seven tunnels in
Maharashtra having a com-
bined length of about 6.05

km, and one tunnel of 350
metres located in Gujarat.

“The High Speed Rail
project has a total length of
508 km, with an overall
tunnel length of 27.4 km, of
which 21 km comprise
underground tunnels and
6.4 km surface tunnels,” the
ministry said.



7A‘\ Business Standard Hindi, Delhi, 03/01/2026
M is il Page No: 5, Size: 38.92cm x 41.78cm

Blel - Gélas

) . > - . o - S g e \ '
3 N T e - ha & 1L g ¥ " Y

RN ifYe T A YehaR DI 7S fecell R Xl e 3 3ii-eis JIeH |
HERT, & UTeTer 5Tl A goie o URASTI D 1.5 fheiriic et 1 &1 Gars &1
DRI R B < | I8 1.5 fpeliviex oiell TeTs! R uTeter fofel o e wiell |l A
A 2 3R I8 foRR T2 dIsR fele o YA S da Rem 1



AL L

e 21 & ajed-rearcrare @l T & 3@ A e 1 eer 58 e

UIcTerR § geie ¢+ URANSTI & o1 Dl FqaTS Bl DIl eI

Qa2 » 76 el

¥ W R s doma 3 oy
& R | ge2 2 viee w1 gEi
o & wea FEw F ay uw
T 3YEfeT F \MOn # | T8 T
o oftEre # weel v g b

o o A R SR g A A vE

w15 Frenizy o v g
(wt-5) § 75w o #i
&, =i fa i s e 3 w2
& g fegm

-5 o s 24 A
8 st e i ol s fafl
1 I F 18 W e e
it % 1 e fafs wged % Ao i
w1 frufa %1 arafaw v A e
F W sl o b ol amafaw
e fofrdl % SR W iz, U
A o Afem R W womE
wonfert #1 4 F o T e b

T R T a o W
et s Rz s el yftee
T o 2025 9 9 € 9 -
SORAR, v Wi @ e A e
wg 508 Fremiize &, fomnt goi #t

21 fEeEnizr st g7 o 6.4
faaniiz walt T wfm &
ftirr # 313 T o i
ol | w500 weog | ¥ fae
7 ot s 6.05 PR &, sl
W 350 Hiex #El g e | feam
¥ #dm W 3 W B g W

Virat Vaibhav, Delhi, 03/01/2026
Page No: 3, Size: 32.46cm x 16.11cm

T | weey Tm S @ m
& 3k dawr 2 afifer s
it et 393 v A v e e e
U AR A A SreEreen g i
e % 4 W & T
w2 W 1 62 58 fEe W
it forrd wp wfoferrs #21 #
pfaEeas #1 g i v B
) o | e &
T nfier nfefafiel = e fed,
I & -9 | g @ s
shifire sl 3R %9 & fenm i
T ferm %1 3sie & ¥ w3
Fa A inlor wifdes @ @
iR sy vA e v e
VI T WA A SRS w5
g o S T A A
SR fen fo oo 9 8 % A
wow ofaes @ g d wER
welagE IR 0 S 95
wfrem #t #=@t sl sy § |
A qON W wW = W & 820

iz w4 udt-1 w15 i o
w¢ qu & o &, s 228 Wl
wA-2 W ada o v w9 wa
™ &1 1,403 HW Fet w3 W
35.5 sfoera Frfor #0d qu &t g1 ¥
3 1,260 Hite w4l wE-4 T 31
wferera Frviior 0 g @ o &1 1,480
Tt v 1.5 el St gdt-s, S
A A v e | gea e g
1 55 it Fein w5 g0 @ g9
¥ 3 2 s 2026 F T TEEA
i g1 454 Wit S -6 W 35
sferera Fmior wrd qu & g &, wals
417 W2 &4t -7 1 28 yfavw
o #rd g & I 8w R
e § wedrs qon ) ae wan
i 6 falt @ & e wi
oftaes wel (UTRUUEUEAR) S
508 feinitzs = &, fa | 352
freiniie orm i 2En uE R
e o aa 156 Frendze s
g 1



Dainik Savera, Delhi, 03/01/2026
Page No: 11, Size: 24.10cm x 19.18cm

qeie ¢ URaie # @31 Jucifel, HERTg &
QTeTeR A Ut Ul 2eiet T dnY : 3ifdaed} dwig

 NHSRCL

waT g ST e : 3

. ety 8 TGS HEeT § TTET 3T S ahrehTur it 8 T, 29
SR 7 e T YT T g eh SETeTTTehTT ol Wit
¥ q€q WA A W i wEn Wy T g T WM 3T A A G S
T F T Y e % faeett, 2 S < AR T W A AT THATH | WA T 347 W
T R T, GEA U THA a1 THaER 2 % W e § O e 4 9 fasreor = Wi wuten w1 S, fed fqa
wiRlfam va swEd o w2 T3 #1 T A F owrs qew § s TR R S A 1A e
v AT 3 AT e A A 29 VA LA T RIS Feiny T FHA T AR T GO 3 W

3 N w7 ) FAEiTE =R Y R 21 T S i, T SR e A
P 3 v sl dreee e 29 WA F W9 TGOS, aNEE, ST, TEM| T WA 7 F " A ved W

2y & A4 fora | 15
foFmnier ol wam T w5
fior =vd g 3 form T )
O 0 A v )W G A
ol 3 s fg@ vz =
T & AW [ g T,
wEH 18 WEE A g0 fam )
7q T DR & O T
=+t frafa 1 fove-zmw et
g wd 2 3 e &
FER Wiewe, % @ A
dfrm v et e AN
o s % fom F
A ofen B T
e e w3 T
700 TRd faEaT 2025 § @m0
] @%@ F At wm S

gi %1 =1 53 71 508 faemiter
ot 39 e § F 27.4
faerdieT g wnfe &, P
21 feaniler i@ 3T 6.4
faeimeiteT wae! qei & | wieATs
7 Fe A3 s g €, fa
T W T § fem #)

st dom e s oo
3 oA § 92 e W
& Jm f T sEE o
sfaET § A W §EE §
SewETATE F o 1 WA 1 92 58
foe § & F1 =1 550 =@
WA 7 ¥AE S
afds wfafafeai = ofa %@,
Afe 9z% Yaea 1 go §
wita 95 Yfawa FEq I 1
FA TR W JEw § 0
s1En it s

SR AR i % g 2eR wie f)
T WEA F ST AR T 268.96 FOT H
FIRA AVE § A 0 A e
T F e TS wEAR (e ) T
YOI W AR S WA A E, e

TS & A A A w1 i A i afg e
ST A F T a0 v e T
T SR 1A ¥ At sty
AT T A F A T A = 81w T
T =18 WA w4 S g 57 g
TGN W S TH B

THUHSA A gaial # 1T SArefahiahtor shr &F
IGATY, HEAgUT 241 ? T1IT UeTowral shiel

wEn g s T v e - g A
TR (TSR ) 3 W @ e, gae @
TR ¥ 49 T9H W (o § 95 FH 3010 0 A
T % TR 29 VA § S e (o
T ) wa wte e o e s
URHGH W TS 76 & W TiEieE e e g
T 2026 T HWTTGEEI- T (oW A
S T RV W TRE WS A e 30T
T S 7 FTew 3 vt wet e T
¥, fryerar- srmaEgiEEe RN § few 2w [

n S faw 2w A 3 A S
THE | T ) TR W TR SRATE
T ¥ A S GO S WG £ T
A-wTEaT feaen, At e e o T
mw?mm i i #1 wa 6
T T 3 @3 W gA A AR A
ST W 0 CARAT W A WA 79§
A, TR ST T3 & R
#, ot g, s sl s R A S W @
FwhE i svE e v



Dainik Savera, Delhi, 03/01/2026
Page No: 10, Size: 16.70cm x 13.89cm

gﬁzﬁauﬂ@mﬁwmm
ﬁmﬁmﬂqm—s 1 fdan udiaror

3kl ’"q-:r !

__ NHSRCL

7¢ e, 2mﬁ qai- ;"““‘"‘N‘O mﬁtm
HETEAR GO 29 TS § g o i ! - T TR Tl W
UF 3EN A F T8 T T A #)
& wrer Foe1 o vprar 1 qeTd A F
TN (W) -5 H HEAATEE A T8 2 320
@ fem o #1 @ 1.5 e e e 9
femiier &l 78§00 faoe- & @O0 o wfte # st aw oA @ SeM s gad |
AR WA # dre fem #) R 9 A eR ZARYAT  Sewars #1 96 | SS9
Ted T fadaT 2025 4 2M- % o919 fead ) T e 9 W2 17 fre o
dFd FAa qa el dd@ 2y 30 9w e oo 4 @fm w0 o w0 aam e
#1 T HETAEE TE-TE amaﬁmm T W o # o
I g0 # T T 0 e Efmmar e gm 21559 AR 1.08 g ¥ 8 SN
o 3 v @ 7 fea e e 3mSR A aheE e E 55 YRR W
T A SR MM AT (A%9) F 99 99 e § 9 #) i@ w9 3w

e § 92 SN W A W
efe 1 ) 58 90 TR
w1 6 7% 1.5 feemirer @&
TETE FO1 ger fae # waa

& qirE q01 & w0 fda
2025 9 70 fFm T @ 3R
Farm {6 - % 49
508 FREMIRT WAl Fe A

N g 29 T § aa
gl Iyefen wfaet g8 w3
LRl EEORGE i ulie Bk
1 Jafe #)



D

3 foreett | o 13t sifvaH due
9 AR & Far fh geie ¢
320 feremiier ufa s FI TR 9
2ret | 9REET % d8d TeTR
fSerd ueci eR eifg eac I 1
HHeTargaa T 21 T 2 | T Wit
& WA | difedr HEEET +
ST TR | el 201 32
qArT, YEel BEEIE 29 H
war 1.5 frane 21 7 faam-
AT YA F A a2 |




———e Aaj Samaj, Delhi, 03/01/2026
NNNNNN Page No: 11, Size: 11.96cm x 16.64cm

geic ¢+ &dcl AYf1d TH-Ild Bl
3Q1E0 81, dfcd wegy aif & foro off
IR R : et dwrg

71§ feeell | MR Yo/ & 3R A 1@ 1 3R 35EH HW 37 el 2 |
Pl Il T JivEH! Jwa 4 el 6 <9 B 15 WA 2027 TP Wedl geic
¢ e ol %1 2 | a8 - e 813- i3 ¥ PiNER W &M dail 3 Wl
4¢ @1 2 3R 9 Uiiae 4 3@ 0% 731 Hicl 31 wRR i 21fhe 3 e 2 |
¥ Al 3 7R 6 % gere ¢ 7 9w 3 Joie B 3R A, afed
W wem @i & fau o 3uell 3R aneEie Jee &0 | =8 Redl & 3
W4 A I Wil A AHERI & gU 79 5 39 gete ¢A Woiae d Pel 12 %IH
g, ) R 4 4@8 (4%l ), eml, AR 3R a8 W9 g4I A,
aib TR ¥ awdl, fclHR, 93, 99, WIS, IR, FEHRAER AR
A RIH A § | EEd 3R a8 & @69 ) ofi e Xy & wU
1 faopfad fooa 51 @1 8 | W 508 fbeiier &d W W 3 Bl &9 31 @ 2,
Falb AR 03 3o g4 & for @) B0 € wim 219 2 ) aivee dwm | arn
fts meRIE ¥ dadl 350 e WRER & BRIGIE S I ¢ TR 7B F6d
el 3R gl sedl w1 30 aofe 9 oRAe H S &3 3R AR
a3 & T dR B B 2o aF 0313 S & TSR 3 N
aafl | 3 9 @1 21 geie ¢ uiowe H 21 €1 § U 35w daHim! Jucie
gifgcl @1 76 2 | (RS & TBd & @rell T w181 A A 9 §8eH -
5 @1 ¥bcl A5 T B for TR0 2 | 39 3Tl U 3H3R-H1 et i 39
gioide 1 B & | 9ERIg & e el § fed 1.5 foedier &di ag g
3ol O ¥ ddl g A 4 0o 2 3R TRR @ AR Rl & did @ 1
& 1399 el ol 3R diedt & dia 5 fpeiviicr @idt sfa g fadar
2025 # 01 81 991 2 1 Has- e 213-<ts ¥ BiRER @ 320
fipeirficy uft 6¢ @1 TR | a7 el geie ¢4 & for faig e mn 2



—_p-—

NHSRCL

Amar Ujala, Delhi, 03/01/2026
Page No: 14, Size: 23.65cm x 6.88cm

qoie ¢ UREISHT H aSt 3ueifeet.. m$wﬁ§maﬂzﬁmw

73 foreein) wra %1 el e 29 aftdrer 3 Y
1 0 3 i 1 ver ar w5 fen e s st
durg 3 7 faeell F 9 waA | aduel e F
urerer e 7 1.5 frendiet o Terdt gin (29a-
5) % sifm Fy (3-uW TErE) &

3l s =l F A fa & | 7w 98
T2 AEE € | 599 UEe 3 3 A F a9 S
Frendie s Ji 1 W fadar 2025 9 g0 fFa
T oo | EE 3 W@ e F fau o oA

U@ =41 | 508 itz &8 79 FER W92
79 320 fdt ofs 52 %1 aw | A0 TR Aqud
3N SEHEER F A" F HE "HT Hed 1 621 58
fire T smom | §8 o | F9 27.4 A
Fot witer €, fnt | 21 fdt oo & 9 ol
T waE W # | A dvm 3 o F fF o
ftars &1 Een S0 30T 2027 9% T H o
Smom | 3 g% ot wre fE B aw 3 Smm #i
3T WE1 1 3-10 forEEa 241 F fo o Tem #,
3 360 folt wfr 52 1 Tem | =@ wwd €7@




'7A‘\ Deshbandhu, Delhi, 03/01/2026
’ o ISRCL Page No: 10, Size: 17.54cm x 11.43cm

UIeTeR; A UBTS! J2II-5 I 31 UlaIv]

-m:nnm Jeic ot areae aof & fore oft Sueitoft eft - dwora
¥ftremn gt i frwet | st vevt o fowra F ww T ai snem s R
o fyaeae 2025 & b Ten ¥ oty @ J afvrh dorm 3w S 22 w5 s 2027

aJaa e gz A R W

. e 2 e e M-S -

d faeelt, 2 st (Fw) | FAsmamtshimadezise  disio ol w
W-mg@zam s wg e e o wfge W e oore doft @ e @ w0
UF HeH T F WA HOUY B 11 w3l A s e g A A faw
% urerR o ywar w1 verd A ar W IR B, afee s wem =i & e it 3w
T () -5 W AEERILER o =rerafts e wi ) e % Ta ws | e o 3 s
wa fem o ¥ w O 1s % g a fe W@ g 3 e d w2 2 o, el weeg
freidtey wdt 7w [ faaw- H gl (dvd), 3, e it arden =2vE wmm W, swafs ora
A 2yl & dry fom & wd farm # ardl, faelem, g, wew, e, s, gewmEe o gesd
e fadar 2025 W M- AR F g0 23 Rv & dre fom §) =2y wifam ) wrared o gad & de w1 e R s e
dra uin et ot 20 ¥ weeft 0 worn fr oo weae F fesfaw fem oo w1 B g2 sos feeindtR o e v e T o @
sz iz mrm ! s P FEem A gnt ¥ oofE amdh w s g0 § foo @ fad @ waiw @ )
wn forgm wef Qo @ W &) =@

WA et o A gmar. v o ol aln-gel e v R el A d e ) @ o @) sefa e
# uw fogm W owes @ @ (A1) & 99 uw feeinizr 3R @ fE owea W aEe 1,08 w0g Wy # i o e
At Awy A} 1y mEw F dif\gwrmqfnmmﬂmt w arafta 7 3 320 feenfir ss s R gm bW
2 3 A 9w et @ 2025 W W fEm o oo 3R wfe R 1 twanr A wedt s W5 3 v e g 3 wRdea A
T T A I e TR o wan R el swmeee % 4 AsmmmEm s mad sz w agn 99 Iwete wfoe g
15 foenftr ot wod gin sos feedter &t 9§92 3 R e A w2 7 e A ‘aE m v @ wed @@
urert fom &) wedl o o § ofeeen pewm, weRr s gmo difve e i SRR amm fm e @ S o Iveen B



— - Navodaya Times, Delhi, 03/01/2026
o inoRGL Page No: 1, Size: 13.60cm x 14.26cm

UIcTER H gcie ¢4 o fee
16l 1.5 fost @l 2o

= faeet, 2 5 " _
(uHEl): i:.? m:‘ﬁmaam '@ e &

A" aHl U

s doy F fagfa & =21 ™,
AR w A e ‘7g 1.5 ez
v AR aa 9ETd |
st e W A et faE #)
WIS & e fas mm‘tqmﬁ
8 gez 24 Y wfs & 3iv =
#11. frEriz =4 fam aw dwEt

HM 1 wgerd W w0 A 2 qoNZ 27 #2901 & A= foa & e
foore 3 difgasiial | w5, s g gl g § e wed w e
UF wEt Iveen wfEe v 1w @ w o # ) el vee am i ai-

(el ) & dre vy P o
yftm win W wrd fiater 2005 9o
frm v @' et oftt ST W
BE2 wEl son MRl oW T
wfriren v #1 Ty o ofy
o e W 220Meeintn
w2 ) w @ e & B Femgy
fsn=at



NHSRCL

Deshbandhu, Delhi, 04/01/2026
Page No: 10, Size: 16.38cm x 23.23cm

UIeTeR; A UBTS! F2I1-5 Bl 311 UIeior

M gt 7 didseft & dta uim
fovaft widft afforera g &
o fyaeae 2025 & e
R A

aiﬁwn 2 Ed (9 |

% wern fo@ § ywan #1 wrd

g(wﬁ)saﬁm
ﬁmfmtlarﬁaw

gotc $ol dieeal gaf o fore oft Suaiteft Seft : dwma

w3 faeelt | vt @A % sfaem § uF T 3R s aem g3
e ¥ | FoE @ W st Joma 3 e 5 2w #6015 amE 2027
& et 2 e = o ¥ e
mﬁmhmwﬁu W a3 3o 8-
A mmt w3 sm Bl 0o Dl W
UF A% HiA # TR o wfee e ore doft & el 98 vE
# 1 %@ w3 warn i 7w g0 3 A o
sfr T 1 IaE BN, afew o wem A & e o 3w
v sEaftE avE a1 7 foeell & @ was | @ 9 3 e
&3 T Far 5% 38 9oi2 29 e § Fe 12 RvA i, faad wenre
# ward (), 2, forw st drdr 2vA FA ST, safs TSR
w2 wife € | e @ gad & A #1 2fife 2 & ' d
e far n w1 &1 92 so8 foFeindter fd =2 w1 3 fedt s s @
€, vafe s W T g & fore 21 feut & v oa &)

Ud TR EEel | T et €
T2 Fa fF 9uE F1 aEAE
T s T 39 320 feam
wfa =2 #1 oA | wer i gad
A IEHEE F HE 9 A8 6 H
A F HEd @ 62 17 e |
Hifga #1210 | 323 Fa fF =

it i # A @A
1.08 &i1g U ¥ 3N T FiE
55 wfawa =M g0 @ 99 &1 @
Tt 3w fF gere 37 wfedsn §
g T et wfee g
‘TR @’ # oweE Y
B FTE TE gt ¥



NHSRLL

Hindustan, Delhi, 03/01/2026
Page No: 7, Size: 21.01cm x 18.07cm

QA PIIABR 17 fireie W g1 21T, HeRe # fRR-dISeR b dla g ag ceict

o1 DI U1 LN AAR

IR A BN D .

WERTE, & UIeTE] ¥ IS el 5 1 Al Ay QX1 &311 il 3 URISrH1 o nfire

e, frgrarsamaaran 135
B i A e g
mwavﬁmm
Ted Werre fega et et o
e ool i
AEAANEE
(9%Y) W=
e

I - |
Afva dwrg 3 YEFar #
¥a # a9ue w8 wEwA |
e 0 | 3R e R gere 24
320 fFemircT s F TR |
aertt | Jura 3 gee 27 TREreE
$ UF T9 SYAteT T
RIS %1 JETE! 3 yeel 21 T
59 (ZAAEEA S ) A 1.5
TN 1T T (- A
2l & A fea 21

’aa;qafnaazzozsnam
AR A-gel  when
(drF ) % 4 i feeniee
BrZ e Ze i F |

T TEd 3 AR i F

mn@waﬁ%wmﬁmﬁmaﬁmm

RETATIHT gl it
© " rzwa-nazoﬁta-
15% B
1.48 ;H\(m) » THA-2: 228 Hiex -
qecee 3Nt @ T
m g R 3R e g ® E-3: 1,403 Hiex
¢ RyHl & da R 21 - 35.5% OM
W 7% o o el gl W = w&-4:1,260 Hiex
. e
HERTE, Bl 7 -5:1,480 #icx
§ gl &1 uRAGTT I g feraror g qf?s%z;mt{n.z
B 35 o) A B FR lmiﬁm 27.4 sl 2026 B Ay
& 1 [ KT P » W-6: 454 HieT -
forerre @1 TR 21 37 R 508 w21 fscirfieR i g 35% MR
[@$-gm 1 3E W R A 7 g4 ® WA-7: 417 WX -
T e W IR 31 g (350 ) 28% B
i 1 F fadat 2025 # @ wqmqnmma'&t TE, TR, AR, SEHEE
T AT A A I #1 30 ¢ WA A iR wEd wine #1559

w17 fe dqErn (e
T & o #® g

A 1.08 TG FA3
0 & 317 35 414 55 wfavE
W T B G | WA 25

FATATEIGI GO E A0 G
TG % A 8| 3R e R

aferer # e 12 29 # | 5
weErTe # Hag, 2, faan, e
SR A, faedr, 9,

e w2om A | g 0
# fore 3w v w3 fair a=m
o &, S 35 Yo ofdreren |
dafenaa ¥ Igee A FTa
At wEEFE A e



AN
e NHSREL

TR | Fcie

Jansatta, Delhi, 03/01/2026
Page No: 2, Size: 12.36cm x 13.26cm

o qRATSTT

o i o8 g

ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁﬂmaﬁﬁﬁwmw

#ﬁﬁﬂq?maﬂl

Tl Al e 3 g @ e,
TE & e f d g 23 s @ s
Frendter o i 1 et @ e g it
w3 F, 74dm g-s | awa fEi s
7§ W W oF w8 ek wfte 71w §
MR F PR AT A s fudat
sreveaTs & dra 9 o wew uw o, ss fyaz
# 7 W W W T 2027 9 g afaran w
A T A A 3=

@ TS %1 S A W) v 1 | ww T,
1.5 freinfizs & et of oordt @i waw s
e ol A F onfa @ o @ e e de
T 23 YR & 4 fem b mewrg o T wod
Tt ¢ st g @ @ A IR BT
Ted 20 o afn- e sl (@) & 4
e faenter &6 ofrm g@ = oWt e

T 2027 % T8 T
B! &l o3|

| a3 3 yeRAR B 3

el 508 fpeisticy #fat 3

UfISF 97T Bl WHE o9

TR 37 v 2

Wﬁmszommﬁdﬁmﬂ
4 gaer & fow feome s a2

faerdre ol %2 #1 @R A d9E & fou
fewer frm mm ®) gftdrern T,
maﬁ:ms&wraﬂtnmmm
Jurg & e, T8 AT & [0 0 woged
3 srovpram & d9 arn & o A i ¥ oA
v wafa vs 92 3w ss fEe # @ sl
: afnfers &3 9 siderrensi @
wrrpa B s o % o o
A TR A A o fadm seaw @
frmfra =t v @ ¥ sftrfed 3 warm fs vad
w2 wem g wfe 2, et o g9 qooe
o wafy s i 7o | R )



Indian Express, Mumbai, 03/01/2026

SR LI Page No: 7, Size: 45.59cm x 23.87cm

With 1st mountain tunnel breakthrough in Maharashtra’s

Palghar, bullet train project marks ‘major milestone’

Project cost set to double
—tonearly Rs 2 lakh cr

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhl, January 2

MARKING A major milestone,
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) corridor
achieved a breakthrough in its
first mountain tunnel — and
second tunnel overall —inMa-
harashtra’s Palghar Friday.

“Amajor milestone hasbeen
achieved inthe Bullet train pro-
jecttoday. Itisthe breakthrough
of Mountain Tunnel no. 5 (MT-
5). There are seven mountain
tunnels and one undersea tun-
nel inthis project,”said Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Minister for Rail-
ways, who witnessed the occa-
sion through videoconferenc-
ing from the Rail Bhawan in
New Delhi.

Atunnel breakthrough is
the point or moment when a
tunnel being excavated from
both ends finally connects,
marking the completion of a
critical work.

Located between Virar and

Boisar bullet train stations in
Palghar, the 1L.5-km-longMT-5is
the longest mountain tunnel in
the project. It isalmost 55% com-
plete. Of the S08-km length of
the bullet train project, tunnels
comprise 274 km. Of these, 21
km make up the underground
tunnels while the length of sur-
face tunnels is 6.4 km. Surface
tunnelsinclude eight mountain
tunnels, seven of which are in
Maharashtra (6.05 km) while
oneisinGujarat (350 m).
Officials said that the excava-
tion in the MT-5 tunnel was
completed in 18 months. It was
beingexcavated frombothsides
using a cutting-edge drill and
blast method — the New Aus-
trian Tunneling Method
(NATM). NATMisusedinplaces
where rock formation is not uni-
form, requiring smail-scale ex-
cavation through blasting with
machinery being deployed on
the basis of site conditions.
Earlier, a breakthrough ofa
4.88-km underground tunnel

The final breakthrough of the
15-km-long tunnel of the bullet
train projectin Palghar. rm

between Ghansoli and Shil-
phatawasachieved inSeptem-
ber 2025. This tunnel is part of
a bigger, 21-km tunnel con-
structed between Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BKC) and Shilphata
in Maharashtra. This tunnel
stretch also includes a 7-km
long undersea section beneath
the Thane Creek.

Work on all the tunnels is
on. In Maharashtra, Mountain
Tunnel no. 1 (MT-1), which is

820 metres long, has achieved
15% physical progresswhile the
228-metre MT-2 is under pre-
paratory works. MT-3, havinga
length of 1.4 km, has achieved
35.5% completion while 1.26
km MT-4 is 31% complete. The
453-m MT-6 has achieved 35%
progress while the 417-m MT-7
i828% complete,

Thebullet train project spans
382kminGujaratand Dadraand
Nagar Haveli, and 156 kminMa-
harashtra. As of November 2025,
the project has achieved 55.63%
physical progressand 69.62% fi-
nancial progress.

To date, 412 km of founda-
rionwork, 405 km of piers, 344
km of girder-casting, and 330
km of girder-launching have
been completed. Vaishnaw
Thursday said that the first sec-
tion of the bullet train project
from Surat to Bilimora in Guja-
rat will be ready by August 15,
2027. The entire 508-km project
is expected to be completed by
December 2029.

Siddharth Upasani

New Delhi, January 2

THE COST of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
project hasrisen toRs 1.98 lakh
crore—almost double fromthe
earlier estimated Rs 1.08 lakh
crore, Satish Kumar, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer of
the Rallway Board under the
Ministry of Railways, said.
“For the NHSRCL high-
speed project, | wanted to men-
tion that whilerhe final sanction
ofthe second revised estimate is
yettobedone, approximately, it
would be around Rs 198 lakh
crore,” Kumarsaid ina briefing,
markingthe 50th meetingofthe
Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation, or
PRAGATI, framework Friday.
The amount is under revision

and had to still be “finally ap-
proved” by the Cabinet. “(It will
beapproved)shortly inamonth
ortwo,” he said in response toa
question on whether there was
acost over-run for the project.
The NHSRCL bullet train
project, connecting Mumbai
and Ahmedabad, was esti-
mated to cost around Rs 1.08
lakh crore, with the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation
Agency providing low-cost fi-
nancing of around Rs 88,000
crore. It hasbeen leamt that the
Indian government will bear
thecost over-run, with JICA not
providing additional funds.
The 508-km-long bullet
train project will have 12 sta-
tions: Mumbai, Thane, Virar,
Boisar, Vapi, Bilimora, Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand,
Ahmedabad, and Sabarmati.
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PALGHAR TUNNEL BREAKTHROUGH MARKS KEY

MILESTONE FOR MUM-AHMEDABAD BULLET TRAIN
The Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train [ % = -
project has achieved a key construc- i
tion milestone with the breakthrough
of its first mountain tunnel in Maha-
rashtra at Palghar district, signalling
steady progress on one of the most
technically challenging stretches of
the corridor. Manthan K Mehta reports

THE PROJECT

Mumbai-Ahmedabad Length
High Speed Rail (MAHSR) 508 km

TUNNELLING

SCOPE |

Total tunnel  Underground Surface ¢
length: 27.4km tunnels 21 km tunnels 6.4 km

o«

MOUNTAIN TUNNELS 0900 ] / By G : K Locatio_n: Between Virar
Total mountain tunnels: 8 , (XY ; ¢ and Boisar stations
| R g oAl e e

I l
Maharashtra: 7 tunnels  Gujarat: 1 tunnel

(total length about 6km) (350 metres) KEY MILESTONES MT-5 Mumbai-

First underground tunnel: | Construction method: Drill-and-blast Ahmedabad

> 5 km between T travel time will
Excavation: Simultaneous from both ends

Thane and BKC - reduce to 1 hour

> Completed in Sep 2025 | Physical progress at breakthrough: 55% 58 minutes and

Second breakthrough: Significance: First and longest tunnel in the estimated CO,

> Mountain Tunnel-5 series of seven mountain  reduction will be

(MT-5), Palghar district
> Length: 1.48 km

> Excavated length
(excluding hood & por-
tals): 1.39 km

tunnels in Maharashtra 950, compared to
. Construction period  road transport
18 months ~ Ashwini Vaishnaw |

RAILWAY MINISTER
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First mountain tunnel
breakthrough achieved in
bullet train project: Minister

~ Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

The first mountain tunnel
breakthrough of the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) pro-
ject was achieved in Maha-
rashtra’s Palghar district,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw announced on
Friday. The tunnel, at 1.5
km, is the longest among
the seven planned in Mah-
arashtra for the bullet train
corridor.

“On completion, the
project will reduce travel
time between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to just 1 hour
and 58 minutes. It has facil-
itated the generation of
employment and will inte-
grate the economies of ma-
jor commercial centres,”
Mr. Vaishnaw said. He ad-
ded that India is likely to
get its first bullet train on
August 15, 2027.

Calling it a “milestone”,

fhe first breakthrough of a 1.5-k

m-long mountain tunnel of the

bullet train project in Maharashtra's Palghar district. pn

Mr. Vaishnaw said, “This is
the first mountain tunnel
of the project in the State.
The breakthrough has
been achieved in an ap-
proximately 1.5 km long
mountain tunnel (MT-5),
located between Virar and

Boisar bullet train
stations.”
According to the official

statement, “The MT-5 tun-
nel was excavated from

both ends, and the excava-
tion was completed within

18 months using a cutting-
edge drill and blast meth-
od.” The 508 km MAHSR
project has an overall tun-
nel length of 274 km.
Among this, 21 km is un-
derground tunnels, while
6.4 km is surface tunnels.
Overall, MAHSR has eight
mountain tunnels, with se-
ven tunnels alone in Maha-
rashtra having a combined
length of about 6.05 km,
and one tunnel of 350
metres located in Gujarat.
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SECOND TUNNEL ACCOMPLISHED | MT-5 was excavated simultaneously from
both ends and completed within 18 months using the drill-and-blast method

Bullet milestone: 1st mountain

nnel breakthrou

A

508km MAHSR
corridor length

27.4km Total tunnel
length

21km Underground
tunnels

6.4 km Surface tunnels

8 Mountain tunnels
(7 in Maharashtra)

6.05km Total mountain
tunnels’ length

350mt Tunnel in
Gujarat

Kamal Mishra

MUMBA

The  Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail (MAHSR)
project achieved a significant
construction milestone on
Friday with the breakthrough
of its second tunnel and the
first mountain tunnel in
Mabharashtra, located between
the Virar and Boisar Bullet
train stations in Palghar dis-
trict

The breakthrough was
completed in the L5-km-long
Mountain Tunnel-5 (MT-5),
one of the longest such tunnels
in Palghar, Union railway min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw
announced while joining the
event via video link.

MT-5 was excavated simul-
taneously from both ends and
completed within 18 months
using the drill-and-blast
method. Officials said the
technique allowed real-time
monitoring of geological con-
ditions and enabled deploy-
ment of support systems such
as shotcrete (sprayed concrete
or gunite), rock bolts and lat-
tice girders based on site-spe-
cific requirements. All safety
measures, including ventila
tion, fire prevention and con-
trolled access arrangements
were followed during con-
struction.

Earlier, the project achieved

gh in Maha

another key milestone in
September 2025 with the com-
pletion of its first underground
tunnel — a nearly 5-km stretch
between Thane and Bandra-
Kurla Complex (BKC).

In Maharashtra, construc-
tion is progressing on all seven
mountain  tunnels. MT-1
(820mt) has achieved 15%
progress, MT-2 (228mt) is
under preparatory works, MT-
3 (1,403mt) has reached 35.5%
completion, MT-4 (1,260mt)
stands at 31%, MT-6 (454mt) at
35% and MT-7 (417mt) at 28%.

Vaishnaw said the Bullet
train project, once completed,
is expected to reduce travel
time between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to just 1 hour and
58 minutes. The minister
added rthat it will stimulate
economic activity along the
corridor, promote knowledge
transfer and support the
development of new industrial
and IT hubs.

The MAHSR corridor spans
approximately 352km across
Gujarat and Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and 156km in
Maharashtra, connecting key
urban and industrial centres
including Sabarmati,
Ahmedabad, Anand,
Vadodara, Bharuch, Surat,
Bilimora, Vapi, Boisar, Virar,
Thane and Mumbai, marking
a major upgrade in India’s
transport infrastructure.
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With 1st mountain tunnel breakthrough in Maharashtra’s
Palghar, bullet train pro; ject marks ‘major milestone’

Project cost set to double
—tonearly Rs 2lakh cr

DheerajMishra
NcwDellu January 2

MARKING A major milestone,
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) corridor
achieved a breakthrough in its
first mountain tunnel — and
second tunnel overall —in Ma-
harashtra's Palghar Friday.

“A major milestone hasbeen
achieved in the Bullet train pro-
ject today. Itis the breakthrough
of Mountain Tunnel no. 5 (MT-
5). There are seven mountain
tunnels and one undersea tun-
nel inthis project,”said Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Minister for Rail-
ways, who witnessed the occa-
sion through videoconferenc-
ing from the Rail Bhawan in
New Delhi.

A tunnel breakthrough is
the point or moment whena
tunnel being excavated from
both ends finally connects,
marking the completion of a
critical work.

Located between Virar and

Boisar bullet train stations in
Palghar, the 1L.5-km-long MT-Sis
the longest mountain tunnel in
the project. It is almost 55% com-
plete. Of the 508-km length of
the bullet train project, tunnels
comprise 274 km. Of these, 21
km make up the underground
tunnels while the length of sur-
face runnels is 6.4 km. Surface
tunnelsinclude eight mountain
tunnels, seven of which are in
Maharashtra (6.05 km) while
oneisin Gujarat (350 m).
Officials said that the excava-
tion in the MT-5 tunnel was
completed in 18 months. It was
being excavated from both sides
using a cutting-edge drill and
blast method — the New Aus-
trian Tunneling Method
(NATM). NATMisused in places
where rock formation s not uni-
form, requiring small-scale ex-
cavation through blasting with
machinery being deployed on
the basis of site conditions.
Earlier, a breakthrough of a
4.88-km underground tunnel

The final breakthrough of the
1.5-km-long tunnel of the bullet
train project in Palghar. 11

between Ghansoli and Shil-
phatawasachieved inSeptem-
ber 2025. This tunnel is part of
a bigger, 21-km tunnel con-
structed between Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BKC) and Shilphata
in Maharashtra. This tunnel
stretch also includes a 7-km
long undersea section beneath
the Thane Creek.

Work on all the tunnels is
on. In Maharashtra, Mountain
Tunnel no. 1 (MT-1), which is

820 metres long, has achieved
15% physical progress while the
228-metre MT-2 is under pre-
paratory works. MT-3, havinga
length of 1.4 km, has achieved
35.5% completion while 1.26
Km MT-4 is 31% complete. The
453-m MT-6 has achieved 35%
progress while the 417-m MT-7
i528% complete.

Thebullet train project spans
352 kmin Gujaratand Dadraand
Nagar Haveli, and 156 km inMa-
harashtra. Asof November 2025,
the project has achieved 55.63%
physical progress and 69.62% fi-
nancial

To date, 412 km of founda-
tion work, 405 km of piers, 344
km of girder-casting, and 330
km of girder-launching have
been completed. Vaishnaw
Thursday said that the first sec-
tion of the bullet train project
fromSurat to Bilimora in Guja-
rat will be ready by August 15,
2027. The entire S08-km project
is expected to be completed by
December 2029.

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, January 2

THE COST of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
project hasrisen to Rs 1.98 lakh
crore —almostdouble from the
earlier estimated Rs 1.08 lakh
crore, Satish Kumar, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer of
the Railway Board under the
Ministry of Railways, said.
"For the NHSRCL high-
speed project, I wanted to men-
tion that while the final sanction
ofthesecond revised estimate is
yettobedone, approximately, it
would be around Rs 1.98 lakh
crore,” Kumarsaid inabriefing,
markingthe 50th meetingofthe
Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation, or
PRAGATI, framework Friday.
The amount is under revision

and had to still be “finally ap-
proved” by the Cabinet. “(1t will
beapproved)shortlyinamonth
ortwo,” he said in responsetoa
question on whether there was
acostover-run for the project.
The NHSRCL bullet train
project, connecting Mumbai
and Ahmedabad, was esti-
mated to cost around Rs 108
lakh crore, with the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation
Agency providing low-cost fi-
nancing of around Rs 88,000
crore. Ithasbeenlearnt that the
Indian government will bear
the costover-run, with JICA not
providing additional funds.
The 508-km-long bullet
train project will have 12 sta-
tions: Mumbai, Thane, Virar,
Boisar, Vapi, Bilimora, Surat,
Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand,
Ahmedabad, and Sabarmati.
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Final breakthrough for
bullet train project

The final breakthrough of a 1.5-km-
long mountain tunnel of the bullet
train project in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district. It was virtually
witnessed by Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw from Rail Bhawan

Sat, 03 January 2026
wm https://epaper.ahmedabadmirror.com/c/788:
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1.5 km bullet train tunnel completed in Palghar mountains
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Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project to have 12 stations and

three depots
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Work on one and a half km long tunnel for bullet train completed
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Tunnel in Palghar completed
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First tunnel in mountainous area for bullet train project
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Bullet train work accelerates
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First mountain tunnel in bullet train project completed
successfully
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Mountain tunnel work for bullet train completed in Palghar
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India tunnels into future with
bullet train breakthrough

GK News Service
New Delhi, Jan 2

Union Minister for Railways,
Information & Broadcasting,
and Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology Ash
wini Vaishnaw on Friday
announced a major canstruc-
tion milestone in the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
(MAHSR) project with the
breakthrough of the second
tunnel at Palghar in Maharash
tra, the first mountain tunnel
of the project in the state.

The breakthrough was
achieved in the nearly 1.5km
long Mountain Tunnel-5 (MT-5),
one of the longest in Palghar dis-
trict, located between the Virar
and Boisar bullettrain stations.

The tunnel was excavated
from both ends and complet
ed within 18 months using
the advanced drill-and-blast
method, which enables real-
time monitoring of geological

conditions and the deployment
of appropriate safety and sup-
port systems such as shotcrete,
rock bolts and lattice girders.
The minister noted that
all required safety measures,
including ventilation, fire
prevention and proper access
arrangements, were followed
during the tunnelling process.
Earlier, the project’s first
underground tunnel of about
5 km between Thane and
the Bandra-Kurla Complex
(BKC) was completed in Sep-
tember 2025. Vaishnaw said
the bullet train project is gen-
erating substantial employ-
ment during construction
and will create further oppor-
tunities during operations.
Once completed, the high-
speed rail corridor will cut
travel time between Mumbai
and Ahmedabad to just 1 howr
and 58 minutes, significantly
integrating the economies of
major commercial centres,

@ FiePhoto

He said that the project is
expected to boost economic
activity along the corridor,
support the development of
new industrial and IT hubs,
and facilitate knowledge
transfer. Emphasising its
environmental benefits, the
minister said the MAHSR is
estimated to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by nearly
95 percent compared to road
transport, while offering
comfortable and affordable
travel for the middle class.

The 508-km MAHSR cor-
ridor includes a total tunnel
length of 27.4 km, comprising
21 km of underground tunnels
and 6.4 km of surface tunnels.

Of the eight mountain
tunnels planned, seven are
located in Maharashtra with
a combined length of about
6 km, while one 350-metre
tunnel is in Gujarat.

Waork is currently underway
on all seven mountain tunnels

India’s first bullet
train slated for
Aug 15,2027
launch: AIR

GK News Service
New Delhi, Jan 2

India’sfirst bullet train is
expected to be launched
on August 15, 2027, on
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
high-speed rail corridor,
according to All India
Radio (AIR).

Quoting Railways Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
AIR reported that con-
struction of the country’s
first bullet train project
is currently underway
between Ahmedabad and
Mumbai,

The minister said the
project will be commis-
sioned in phases, with the
Surat-Bilimora stretch
set to become operation-
al first, followed by the
Vapi-Surat section.

in Maharashtra, with varying
levels of progress. MT-5, the
longest at about 1,480 metres,
has achieved 55 percent com-
pletion with the breakthrough
on January 2, 2026

The MAHSR project spans
352 km m Gujarat and Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and 156 km
in Maharashtra, connecting
major cities including Sabar-
mati, Ahmedabad, Vadodara,
Surat, Vapi, Boisar, Virar,
Thane and Mumbai, marking a
transformative step in India's
transport infrastructure,
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Bullet train
project hits key
tunnel milestone

NEW DELHI

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Friday virtu-
ally witnessed the final
breakthrough of a 1.5-km-
long mountain tunnel of
the bullet train project in
Maharashtra’s Palghar dis-
trict from Rail Bhawan in
New Delhi.

“A big milestone has
been achieved today. This
achievement is the break-
through of the mountain
tunnel 5,” Vaishnaw said,
while speaking to media-
persons.

“This 1.5-km-long moun-
tain tunnel is among the
longest in Palghar district
and is located between the
Virar and Boisar bullet
train stations. It is the sec-
ond tunnel breakthrough in
Maharashtra, as the first 5-
km-long underground tun-
nel between Thane and
BKC was completed in
September 2025,” a Min-
istry press note said. en

Page No: 1, Size: 5.61cm x 18.26cm
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Palghar tunnel

breakthrough

for bullet train
project

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Friday virtual-
ly witnessed the final break-
through of a 1.5-km moun-
tain tunnel for the bullet
train project in Maharash-
tra’s Palghar district, from
Rail Bhawan in New Delhi.

“This 1.5-km mountain
tunnel is among the lon-
gest in Palghar district and
lies between the Virar and
Boisar bullet train stations.
It marks the second tunnel
breakthroughin Maharash-
tra, following the completion
of the 5-km underground
tunnel between Thane and
BKC in September 2025,” a
Railway Ministry press note
said.

The tunnel was excavated
fromboth endsand complet-
ed within 18 months using a
cutting-edge drill-and-blast
method.

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail (MAHSR)
project spans a total length
of 508 km, with an overall
tunnel length of 27.4 km —
comprising 21 km of under-
ground tunnels and 6.4 km
of surface tunnels.

The projectincludes eight
mountain tunnels, seven of
which are in Maharashtra
with a combined length
of about 6.05 km, and one
measuring 350 metres in
Gujarat.

It is India’s only
high-speed rail project,
designed to operate bul-
let trains at a speed of 320
kmph, covering the distance
injust1hourand 58 minutes
while connecting and inte-
grating the economies of
major commercial centres.

The project is being exe-
cuted with technical and fi-
nancial assistance from the
Japanese government.

Publcation Date resented by DH
01/2026 Presentedby
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Final bullet train tunnel breakthrough

B 1.5-km-long mountain
tunnel is located
between Virar and
Boisar bullet train
stations in Palghar

NEW DELHI, Jan 2 (PTI)

RAILWAY Minister Ashwini
Vaishnawon Friday virtuallywit-
nessed thefinal breakthrough of
a 1.5-km-long mountain tunnel
of the bullet train project in
Maharashtra's Palghar district
from Rail Bhavan in New Delhi.

“A big milestone has been
achieved today. This achieve-
ment is the breakthrough of the
mountain tunnel 5," Vaishnaw

Hitavada, Nagpur, 03/01/2026
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Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw (Inset) virtually witnessing the
final breakthrough of a 1.5-km-long mountain tunnel of the bullet
train project in Palghar district from Rail Bhavan in New Delhi.

said, while speaking to media- located between the Virar and
persons. “This 1.5-km-long Boisar bullet train stations. It is
mountain tunnel is among the  thesecond tunnelbreakthrough
longest in Palghar district and is (Contd on page 5)

Final bullet train tunnel...

inMaharashtra, as the first 5-km-longunderground tun-
nel between Thane and BKC was completed inSeptember
2025," a Railway Ministry said.

The 508-km railway project connecting Mumbai and
Ahmedabad, which passes through Gujarat, Maharashtra,
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli, is India’s only high-speed
rail project designed to operate bullet trains at a speed
of 320 kmph. Once completed, the project will reduce
travel time between Mumbai and Ahmedabad to just 1
hour and 58 minutes, connecting and integrating the
economies of major commercial centres, according to
Vaishnaw. The project is being executed with technical
and financial assistance from Japanese Government.

Officials said it includes eight mountain tunnels, with
7 tunnels in Maharashtra having a combined length of
about 6.05 km, and one tunnel of 350 metres located in
Gujarat. “The project has a total length of 508 km, with
an overall tunnel length of 27.4 km, of which 21 km com-
prise underground tunnels and 6.4 km surface tunnels,”
the Ministry said.

The corridor will connect major cities, including
Sabarmati, Ahmedabad, Anand, Vadodara, Bharuch,
Surat, Bilimora, Vapi, Boisar, Virar, Thane, and Mumbai,
marking a “transformative step in India’s transportation
infrastructure”, it added.

Vaishnaw said the bullet train project is generating
significant employment and will provide additional
opportunities during operation.
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The Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train
project has achieved a key construc-
tion milestone with the breakthrough
of its first mountain tunnel in Maha-
rashtra at Palghar district, signalling
steady progress on one of the most
technically challenging stretches of %7,
the corridor. Manthan K Mehta reports

THE PROJECT

Mumbai-Ahmedabad Length
High Speed Rail (MAHSR) 508 km

TUNNELLING
SCOPE

Total tunnel  Underground  Surface ‘ “ %
length: 27.4km tunnels 21 km tunnels 6.4 km &

MOUNTAIN TUNNELS 0000 | B : ‘ Location: Between Virar
Total mountain tunnels: 8 ? o000 el e el and Boisar stations
' !

[
Maharashtra: 7 tunnels  Gujarat: 1 tunnel

KEY MILESTONES MT-5 Mumbai-

(total length about 6 km) (350 metres)
. First underground tunnel: | Construction method: Drill-and-blast Ahmedabad
> 5 km between Excavation: Simultaneous from both ends travel time will
Thane and BKC reduce to 1 hour

> Completed in Sep 2025 | Physical progress at breakthrough: 55% 58 minutes and

Second breakthrough: Significance: First and longest tunnel in the estimated CO,

> Mountain Tunnel-5 ‘ series of seven mountain  reduction will be
(MT-5), Palghar district - % tunnels in Maharashtra  ggo, compared to
> Length: 1.48 km : Construction period  road transport

> Excavated length 1 8 months shwini Vaishnaw |

(excluding hood & por-
tals): 1.39 km RAILWAY MINISTER




The final breakthrough o

: : |
f a 1.5-km-long mountain tun-

g

nel of the bullet train project in Maharashtra's Palghar
district. It was virtually witnessed by Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw from Rail Bhawan in New Delhi.

Big breakthroughin
bullet train project

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 2

minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Friday virtually wit-
nessed the final break-
through of a 1.5-km-long
mountain tunnel of the
bullet train project in
Maharashtra's Palghar
district from Rail
Bhavan in New Delhi. “A
big milestone has been

Railway

achieved today. This
achievement is the
breakthrough of the

mountain tunnel 5,” Mr

Vaishnaw said, while
speaking to mediaper-
sons.

In a statement, the rail-
way ministry said, “This
1.5-km-long  mountain
tunnel is among the
longest in Palghar dis-
trict and 1is located
between the Virar and
Boisar bullet train sta-
tions. It is the second tun-
nel breakthrough in
Maharashtra, as the first
5-km-long underground
tunnel between Thane
and BKC was completed
in September 2025.” ® P5
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Big breakthrough in
bullet train project

FROM PG 1

The 508-km Mumbai-
Ahmedabad rail project,
which passes through
Gujarat, Maharashtra,
and Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, is India's only
high-speed rail project
designed to operate bul-
let trains at a speed of
320 kmph. Once complet-
ed, the project will
reduce travel time
between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to just 1
hour and 58 minutes,
connecting and integrat-
ing the economies of
major commercial cen-
tres, Mr Vaishnaw said.

The project is being

executed with technical
and financial assistance
from the Japanese gov-
ernment.

Officials said it
includes eight mountain
tunnels, with seven tun-
nels in Maharashtra hav
ing a combined length of
about 6.05 km, and one
tunnel of 350 metres
located in Gujarat.

“The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed
rail project has a total
length of 508 km, with
an overall tunnel length
of 27.4 km, of which 21
km comprise under-
ground tunnels and 6.4
km surface tunnels,” the
ministry said.
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First mountain tunnel
breakthrough achieved in
bullet train project: Minister

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

The first mountain tunnel
breakthrough of the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) pro-
ject was achieved in Maha-
rashtra’s Palghar district,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw announced on
Friday. The 1.5-km tunnel
is the longest among the
seven planned in Maha-
rashtra for the bullet train
corridor.

“On completion, the
project will reduce travel
time between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to just one
hour and 58 minutes. It has
facilitated the generation
of employment and will in-
tegrate the economies of
major commercial
centres,” Mr. Vaishnaw
said. He added that India is
likely to get its first bullet
train on August 15, 2027.

Calling it a “milestone”,

-

The 1.5-km tunnel is the longest among the seven planned in
Maharashtra for the bullet train corridor. pTi

Mr. Vaishnaw said, “This is
the first mountain tunnel
of the project in the State.
The breakthrough has
been achieved in an ap-
proximately 1.5 km long
mountain tunnel (MT-5),
located between Virar and

Boisar bullet train
stations.”
According to the official

statement, “The MT-5 tun-
nel was excavated from
both ends, and the excava-
tion was completed within

18 months using a cutting-
edge drill and blast meth-
od.” The 508-km MAHSR
project has an overall tun-
nel length of 274 km.
Among this, 21 km is un-
derground tunnels, while
6.4 km is surface tunnels.
Overall, the MAHSR has
eight mountain tunnels,
with seven tunnels alone in
Maharashtra having a com-
bined length of about 6.05
km, and one tunnel of 350
metres located in Gujarat.
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Bullet train project: Tunnel excavation completed
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Bullet train work accelerates

One and a half kilometer tunnel between Virar-Boisar completed
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Bullet train tunnel completed
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Bullet train tunnel under mountain in Jalsar completed
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